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INTRODUCTION. 


D:aRLY-BELOVED, 


HIRT EE N years have now elapſed Gnce 


continues unto this day ; at the commencement 
of which, we took up a reſolution to form our- 


ſelves into a religious ſociety, entirely upon the 
plan of the New Teſtament. Being then, as we 


ae ſti, without a particular connexion with any 
other denomination whatever, have all along 


thought for ourſelves, and atted according to 


the dictates of our own conſciences: the reſult 
has anſwered our 'expeQations, and the church 


| of Chriſt raiſed; up at Pinners-Hall, enjoys her 


liberties, a perfett peace, and the inexpreſſible 


| pleaſure, of ſeeing her members, increaſe in 


number, and in an evangelical conformity to 


that relation was formed between us, and 
which happily, through much mercy and grace, 


| Jeſus Chriſt, our only Lord and Saviour... 
| | B W ed EP: 
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My heart's defire wad prayer to > God for you 

is, that ye may ſtand faſt in the Lord, praRtically 
contend for the faith and honors of our eternal 
King, walk before him in all holineſs and truth, 
and at laſt meet together in the kingdom and 
glory of God our heavenly Father. _ Your hap- 
pineſs and my own, increaſed by ſo many ac of 
kindneſs and marks of genuine friendſhip, au 
ſo immediately interwoven and inſeparably con- 
netted, that I live if ye fland faſt in the Lord, 
and I hope to the lateſt period of my life, by a 
faithful miniſtry, a ſedulous paſtoral care, and 
many prayers, to demonſtrate how much you 
are the joy, the pride, and the delight of my 
heart. Frequently from the pulpit, and now 
from the preſs, I have taken' an opportunity of 
recommending to your faith and affeRtion, the 
lovely charatter and beautiful order of our Lord 
| Jeſus Chriſt. To you no kind of apology will 
be neceſſary, either for this mode of addreſs, or 


* for the ſubje& which now claims your attention; 

* yet it may be proper, both for the ſake of others, 
1 as well as for your own ſatisfaction, jufl 5 ſay 
| | Wl: in a few words what gave riſe to its preſent 
wy 5-4} 2 8 . . my, 

1 introduction. Taking a ſurvey of the profcſling 
0 world in general, there appears much contuſion, 
| Tal ſtrange diſorder, and, what is worſe til}, boch 
| 5 ; -Wfirinal and practical licentiouſneſs abound, 
5 1 Theſ. iii 

| | - Truth, 
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Truth, like Paul's ſhip and mariners, ſeems 0% 


| have ſuffered a kind of ſhipwreck; while /ome 
on beards, and ſome on broken pieces of the 2 D, 


are endeavouring to effect an eſcape fafe to 
land, and but few among them even aiming at 


à complete and conſcientious adherence to all 
the truth, Prejudice curtailing it among ſome, 
ignorance among others, and a very reſpectable 


quantum of it, is thrown aſide among the num 


ber of non- eſſentials: hence follows a more than 
ordinary claim to catholiciſm and liberality. 
Excellent as theſe virtues may be, yet they are 
a dear purchaſe, at the expence either of truth 
| or of a good conſcience. 

The confuſion and anarchy which ſo much 
abound, are conſiderably increaſed by the pre- 
ſumptuous intruſion of incompetent characters 


in the ſacred Miniſtry ; by a ſpeculation (pecu- 


liar to theſe days) of erecting company edifiecs 
of public worſhip, then ticketing them off for the 
purpoſe of private emolument ; by thoſe allo, 


who having no fixed principles of their own, are 


perpetually depreciating the charaQers of thoſe 
wbo have, as an unſociable ſett of bigots. From 


theſe and ſimilar cauſes, it hath happened that 


congregations are crumbled down into irregular 


parties, often ill inſtructed, without the ſhadow. 


b Acts xxvii. 44. 
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ol diſcipline, and not unfrequently groſsly igno- 
rant, or * larded * a wild enthu- 
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ſiaſm. 


In this part of Great - Britain, there are ſcve- 


ral articles of religious truth peculiarly unpopu- } 


lar; hence from circumſtances of education, 


from the eſtabliſhed emoluments of office anne +«d 


to a particular form of Chriſtianity, and om 


the pride and ſelf-ſufficiency of human natur-, a 


combined influence is produced againſt them, 


which hitherto has determined the religious pro- 


feſſion of a great majority; ſo that our wonder 


may ceaſe, on account of much truth being 
either ee or forſaken. 


As I delle the principles of our diſſent 


from the eſtabliſhed religion, and the practice ol 
Independent Churches, as to their order and 


diſcipline, to be the pure and gracious in{u- 


tions of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf; and as 
none other (without infringement of his prcr0- 


gative) can be eſtabliſhed” in their room, 0! 
anſwer the ſame invaluable purpoſes, I mult 


eſteem them worthy of all acceptation, and 


neſtly deſire the propagation and prattice of 


them, among all who mo he Lord Jeſt es Chriſt 
1 inf wy, Eph. vi. 24. 


Happ) 


; 8 4 


Happy for us, that we live at a time, and in 


2 favored country, wherein we are allowed the 


free exerciſe of our holy religion ; wherein the 
principles of religious and civil liberty are better 


known than in any other part or period of the 


world. We live at a time wherein we enjoy thoſe | 


invaluable privileges, for which our worthy 
anceſtors ſuffered, and through whole blood 
they are-conveyed down' to us, their ungrateful 


poſterity, We have, moreover, the happineſs | 
of living under the auſpicious reign of a PIN EH, 


whoſe royal heart diſdains the remoteſt intention 
| of perſecution. Long may he reign the beloved 


and affectionate Father of a religious and loyal 


| people. 


Theſe/eircumſtances, related above, will teach 
us to pity the obſtinacy of thoſe who will not 


learn, to beware of the influence of national 
prejudices, to be thankful for the mercies we 


enjoy, and to ſee the neceſſity of a more pure 


and praRtical conformity to our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as the King of Zion. 


As this is our peculiar intereſt, ſo it will be 


an exalting honor. When a paſtor and his 
people thus maintain the purity of the goſpel, 
and ſhall have finiſhed their courſe upon earth, 


(od himſelf will approve in heaven, and other 
evangelical _ 
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the commandments and ordinances of the Lord 6{a1-. 


evangelical churches will not fail to acknowledge, 
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PRACTICAL REMARKS, &c. 


The NATuRE of a GospEL CHURCH, 


As diſtinguiſbed Jrom all other Communities. 


3 kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, as exhibited 
to men in the plan and confederation of 
his churches, is entirely made up of ſpiritual 
materials, cemented together by the bonds of 
truth and love, wherein believers are mutually 
_ pledged, for the purpoſes of ſpiritual edification, 
and the glory of Chriſt. The officers, the mem- 


this kingdom are all ſpiritual, totally diſtin 
irom the kingdoms of this world, neither de- 
pendent upon them, nor ſubjea to them, more 


Chriſt's kingdom, and of that church which he 


vell- 


77 


bers, the ordinances, the laws and privileges, of 


or leſs. To reckon ſuch perſons members of 


bath ordained, who are bardly- tolerable in a 
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vell-governed political common-wealth, 4 
once unreaſonable and profane, a reproach 10 
the name of Chriſt, and a diſgrace to that foctety 
which claims them for its own. * But it has 


ce 1 come to paſs (fays the great Dr. Owev) 


* that let men be ever ſo notoriouſly and (la. 


10 gitiouſly wicked, until they become the peſts 


< of the earth, yet are they eſteemed to belong 


« to the church of Chriſt; and not only ſo, but 
« it is thought little leſs than ſchiſm to forbid 
* them/the communion of the church, in al! its 


_ « facred privileges. And an old opinion of the 
e unlawfulneſs of feparation from a church, on 


« account of the mixture of wicked men in it, 
“ is made a ſcare-crow to frighten men from 
attempting the reformation of the greateſt 


* evils, and a covert for the compoſing chu: hes 
« of ſuch members only.“ With the Bible in our 
hands there can be no difficulty, a child may 


find out the ſcriptural characters of thoſe perſons 


who belong to the church of Chriſt ; they being 
evidently ſuch as are viſibly called to be fai, 


that are ſan@ified in Chriſt Feſus® ; or they arc 


fuch as make an open profeſſion of their ſaith in 
' Chriſt Jeſus,. of the ſubjection of their ſouls and 
conſciences unto the authority of Chriſt in e 
goſpel, their readineſs to yield obedience to him 

oy | 10 Via. the True Nature of » Goſpel Church. &c. page 2. 
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in all his commands, and who*by ie life * 15 
converſation . juſtify their title to the honor - 
able diſtindtion of Chriſt's diſciples 4. Such only 


are worthy communicants at the Lord's table; 
ſuch only may warrantably be admitted into the 
ſacred pale of the church; and ſuch only are 


capable of fellowſhip either hh Chriſt himſelf 
or r his members. 


FI 


1 « Non _ olacidia FEAR immitia, non ut 


* e avibus ee tigribus agni | 
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13 
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Mix mild wich fierce, and gentle with ſevere; 
«* Profane ber laws to contradiftion's hight, 
* Tygers with lambs, with ſerpents birds unite.” 


Therefore to what claſs men belong, whether 
[to Chriſt or the world, may certainly be known ; 
jet our judgment muſt be formed, not upon 
ſome occult qualities, but upon thoſe viſible 
euidences which are clear, and lie within our 


Mirit, Faith, and Conduct; and when there i is 
klicient reaſon to conclude. that their ener 


A x. 10. 2 Cor. vili 8. chap. ix. 13. 7998 


128 * 
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« But not rl nature ſhould revers'd appear, 


rach. Theſe evidences may be comprehended ; 
In the three following particulars, viz. - Their 


tend a a. At 
< — - I 
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is Bndbte; die: rich ſipruhl; and Fn con. 
duft unblemiſhed, no church can with any con- 


fellowſhip. © 
fatisfaQtion” than this, or even this by a ſub. 
ſeription to articles of human compoſition, by a 
fſuccinct narration in the preſence of the whole 
rience, I cannot, for my own part, approve of 


' their method, nor help thinking that an impedi. 
ment is laid in the way of unaſſuming and modeſt 


prudence and zeal may ag us pon the line 


 ciples than thoſe which we have deſcribed above, 
but ill accords' with thoſe honorable charakter 


| ſcriptures diſtinguiſh the church of our Lord 


truth, the' temple of God, "the glory of Chrif 


” 


1 


ſiſtency deny them the privileges of Chriſtian 
But if any churches require more 


church, of ſo much, or of ſo many years expe- 


Chriſtians, the growth of others checked, and 
ſome undue reſtraint laid upon the ſubſequent 
inquiries, and faith of believers; and as no ſpe- 
cimen of this kind is found in the ſcriptures, 
without a conſtant regard to theſe, our own 


. e ah 


5 o Y / * 45% 
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Churthes cbakderste upon any other prin- 


and dignified. epithets, wherewith the facred 


Jeſus Chriſt, "viz. Tbe pillar and ground of | 


and the churth of the Living Cod. „ Come, my N 
brethren, my joy, my cron, and rejoicing | is 


© 4 Tim. ii. 25. 3 Cor. i ii. 16. 2 Tim. iii. 25. 
| „ * © 23 


1 . 


able diſtinctions, let us diſplay the ſpirit, the 
tempers, the life, and doctrines of Chriſt our 


Jeſus, let us cut off occaſion from them that 


ſeek an "occaſion to blaſt the reputation of our 


e * fools 90 men, 1 Pet. ii. 5 


* 


it Im wo: 1 TRY ths Lord 1 bis 


gracious providence, has happily connected me 
with a ſet of men, ambitious of excelling; let 


this paltry world lie buried under dur feet, let 


the exalted honors and high prerogatives of 
dur Immortal King, have the firſt,” place in 
our warmeſt affettions, and ſhate unrivalled 
the ſuper-celeſtial praiſes of our rede emed ſouls; 
then mall we beſt prove the advantages of our 
heavenly plan, and unparalleled privileges, in 

the ee 074 our eters ww POO: "_— 
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of Office-Power i an «the Church. 

1 S5tto Siet! 
WRT ST himſelf is we fountaii 'of all e 
power in the church, and the inſtitutor of 
al thoſe offices, to which this miniſterial power 
i anne xed, for as nie church is the houſe, the 
. family. 


in the 15 of Chriſt, let us emulate theſe honor | 


ö * — 
i Aon th a Co 
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holy religion, and ) well. doing put 10 ga the 


2 r ** r " N — 
Rs n pres Slee NT NG * r e > * 


family, and aden of gels Chriſt, he wil 
permit no rule there but what is purely miniſte. 
rial, not legiſlative, For what father would 
* endure that any power ſhould be exerciſed in 
e his family, as to the-Gtipolal of his children, 
_ © or eſtate, beſides his own.” Should men pro- 
jet the ſcheme of appointing for him a regency 
in his kingdom, or a deputy in his family, they 
reflect upon him as incompetent to manage the 
affairs of his own houſe, and in fact charge him 
with ignorance or neglec : let them ſee to it to 
ham this cenſure applies. Hence no magiſtrate 
or church has any right to ordain à new office, 
to add to, or diminiſh che power which Chriſt 
has inſtituted in his own, family; therefore 
churches, although they can; nominate and ſet 
apart their on officers *, yet they can communi- 
cate to them neither giſts, authority, nor power. 
Theſe are the high prerogatives of Chriſt the 
King of Zion. Prudence, faithfulneſs, mode- 
ration, and affettion, are qualifications neceſſary 
to the right diſcharge" of "every office in the 
church. Authority is the right which Chriſt 
gives to thoſe! who are properly qualified and 
called into office, to exerciſe officially thoſe gifts, 
and that power, which he has himſelf ordained; 
ſo that the choice of a church will not conflinuc 
SE Acts xiv. 23. Xugerorid arri · Per fatagia creabant, i. e. 
| Thy ordained by the ſuffrages of the people. 
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the; ©" vithout the 'neceſlary gifts, nor che 
poſſeſſion of ſuitable gifts, without the ſuffrages 
of the church, nor could both, but by Chriſt's 
appointment, which is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, the 
authority of the officer. Power in the church; 


the church by che adminiſtration of the word 
and facraments, \ ruling in the congregation, 
management of the church's patrimony, and ex- 
exciſe of due. diſcipline according to the laws of 
Chriſt.. But as all are not, and cannot be paſtors, 


lows, that there muſt be ſome in the church, to 


uve offices, it is not expeQted. that upon every 
recurring circumſtance, they are to apply afreſh 
to the church for her conſent, as to the exerciſe 
of office, but to diſcharge their duty faithfully, 
and call upon the church to ſubmit. Obey 


| Jourſelves, for they watch for your ſouls :s. Were 
of the church, upon every occaſion of rule and 


de no government at all, or great conſuſion and 
W in the church; for ſuch as deferve: to 


8 Heb. xl 17. 
| 1 be 


is. the attual diſcharge of thoſe. offices which 
| Chriſt has ordained, fuch as paſtoral ſeeding of 


adminiſteators,/ and deacons, it neceſſarily fol- 


whom; theſe powers do more. eſpecially belong; | 
and the ſe having been ordained to their reſpec- 


them that have the rule over vou, and ſubmit 
the officers of the church to wait the conſent, 


adminiſtration, itmight happen. that there would 


n a" F 
, . —_— OIL __ 
. — 8 3 —— 
ou ro i —— 08 2 


men... ... 
. 


1 : - * 4 
220 * 4 - 2 a "I o at 
7 ” * 5 92 = da * Nr ad 
2 . 3 „ 3 
FC ͤ ͤ .... EISSN . — Pp 
Re, 2 — 3 — N 1 CY” 


TR — þon gr = 2 


wa 1 1 AASA 
* J 0 ( ͤĩ 


W * 
—— — 
S >; © 1p Ae. ARCS —_ 


— 
2 2 


— 
— 6 


n 3 * * 3 HIRE» * 8 2 
r e 988 ; —_ 
= 


5 n 


8 
be cenſured or 3 wan be ven; unwilling 
to; ſubmit, and if they are inen of influence, 
they might make a party and ſtrong oppoſition, 
pes, they might obtain à majority in their fa. 
vor; yet I apprehend, even in that cafe, the 
6fficers'of the church are nevertheleſs to inſif 
upon the authorſty and ordinances of Jeſus 
Chriſt to be attended and honored t for as the 
officers of the church do not receive their powers 
from the church, ſo they are not (during office) 
io yield them up to her, if demanded; but the 
church, if not ſatisfied; has her reſort) and ſhe 
may diſmiſs from office thoſe whom the thinks 
abuſe their powers. It is therefore the indiſ. 
penſable duty of church officers, to aſcertain 
clearly what belongs to their office, ſo that on 
the one hand they may not tamely give up thoſe 
powers received from Chriſt himſelf, nor on the 
oiher hand ignorantiy lord it ober God's heritage *. 
This view of the matter adds dignity to office, 
preſerves the prerogatives of Chrift;! limits each 
man's ſphere of action, and unites the church of 
Chriſt in comely order and affeQion.” Members 
aſſuming a control, as to the e exeiſe of office- 
power, or officers going beyond the limits of 
their commiſſion, will end- without fail ejthervin 
tyranny” or confuſion. A ſotciety without go- 
9 government went laws, and las 


| 4 ä Ka 1 Fr. v. 3. | | a 
mi] | without 


E 
I 16 J 


without an executive power, are pure incon- 
dbeneles. . e 2 of 5 
Biſhops: ing” art arte the only offers 
known or needed in the chürch of Chriſt. Bi- 
ſhops or paſtors are ſuch as labour in the word 
and doktrine, according to the inſtitution” of 
Jeſus Chrift, from whom they derive their au- 
thority, and'to whom they mult give an account. 
Although the church of England, abſurdly 
enough, acknowledges the validity of papat or- 
dination, and denies that of preſbyters ; and 
although certain legal forms continue to be im- 
poſed upon the miniſters of Chriſt among us, 
yet the legiſlative authority of the Great: Head 
of the church knows of no ſuch orders or re- 
ſtraints as theſe; therefore they can neither give 
nor withhold miniſterial validity, having no more' 
to do with the kingdom of jeſus Chriſt, than with 
the regulation of the ſtars; for like them, the 
offices, the officers, and ordinances of Chrift, 5 
vill ſhine' and keep their ſtations, let who will; 
nor would the conſtitution of Chriſt's church be 
any more than” a civil polity, if it depended 
either upon pritices or prelates for its exiſtence; 
the biſhops being the creatures of the crown, and 
the orders derived from them the creatures of 
a creature, Such a ſyſtem can be but the moſt 
dependent civil conſtitution, leſs free, and leſs 


2 A 5 1 dignified 
. 2 f | 2s 


* 


A ed than. the conſtitution, of the, Court of 
made, cannot be depoſed by the crown itſelf; not 
| authority originate in the gifts or graces of any 


Suppoſe it in the former, then paſtoral authority 
vould wax and wane as do theſe... Suppoſe It in 


| amenable ſervants of the church. But this au- 
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King's-Bench, the biſhop of which, although 


fo his Grace of. Canterbury. Nor does. paſtoral 


man, nor even in the elettion of the people. 


the latter, then miniſters could only be the 


 thoxity originates in the mediatorial paſtorſhip of 
Jeſus Chriſt, communicated by bim alone, and 
conſented to by the election of his people. Deny 
theſe. premiſes, and you repreſent Chriſt as an 
officer, ſubordinate either to the church or civil 
magiſtrate. Deacons derive their authority from 
the ſame origin, and have by the appointment 
of Jeſus Chriſt the chief management and ap- 
plication of the temporalities of the church; the 
relief of the poor, the proviſion for the table of 
the Lord, and the ſupport of the miniſtry fall 
more immediately under their direktion: and con 
no: eccleſiaſtical conſtitution whatever can lau- 
fully give them any other, nor abridge them of 
that power, which Chriſt bath thought e to 


ordain in reſpett. of their oke. 4 „ 
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* previous Bene of fuch Perſons | 
45 drank * to the Church. | 


THE nature. ol all e e ck 
- ſuch-is the church of Chriſt) involves the 
| phe of inquiry as to the principles and cha- 
| raters ok thoſe who purpoſe an intimate con- 
nexion, ſeeing che peace; the deſigns, and very 
| exiſtence of ſociety would be completely fruſtrated 
by the intromiſſion of diſcordant principts and 
| ritiated characters, inimical to the great purpoſes 
of Chriſtian confederation 3 none but fools, or 
churches wherein the members have no fellow- 
ſhip one with another, can for a moment admit 
acontrary;praftice. ; The practice of the church 
a Jeruſalem; in the caſe of Paul, ſufficiently | 
proves both the cuſtom and right of the churches, 
to previous ſatis faction, concerning the prin- 
ciples and character of ſuch as may demand 
zdmiſſion, Adds ix. 26. 28. Aud When Saul was 
une to Feruſalem, he aſſayed 10 join himſelf to the 
wſcrples ; but” they were, all. afraid of him, and 
telieved not ' that he Was a diſciple. But Barnabas : 
lk bin and brought bim lo the apoſtles, and, declared 
to them, | how he had. ſeen the Lord in the way, 
Wd. that he bad. ſpoken to him, and how be bad 
Prached 4010 at Damaſcus in the. name of Fe us. 
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. 3 den a conſcientious regard to that. 


"os 55 Was with thew 6 e. he they were fatis- 


| conduR./ The church of Chriſt has a very im- 


Teaching them to obſerve, Type, to preſerve, or 


| dit and proſperity of the church herſelf, renders 
ſuch a precaution ſingularly neceſſary ; for the 


_ connefted with the obſervation of all things com: 


LI . | % 
Fi 
1 16 3 


e that he was a t pen Oe in and going 


ue . 5 dickste "the ſame | 


portant and valuable depoſitum committed to 
ber care, even the commandments and ordi- 
nances of Jeſus Chriſt, Matth. xxviii. 20. 


keep all things whatſoever I bave commanded you. 
I. is highly reaſonable that ſhe ſhould be well 
acquainted with all thoſe whom. ſhe i to 
"Gaps with won? in * an - truſt. 

The niche of Chriſt * Wer to purge her- 
| ſelf from peceant members, to caſt out the ſcan- 
dalous and profane * ; therefore, by a parity of 
"reaſoning, ſhe has a right to 1 18 ſuch as are 
"OOO A her Oe + 


A due 3 to bt 3 of Chrilt, the cre- 


promiſe, Lo, I am with you always, is ſtriftly 


manded ; therefore this cannot reaſonably be 


| ky Cor, v. 7. | 
| 5 3+. It 
LO ; 
N F 
| 5 55 g 
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t 
t was the cuſtom of primitive churches to _ 
* examine their catechumens previous to full com- 

munion*, and it has been the practice of all well- 
| regulated churches 10 this day, to require a 
profeſſion of faith in Chriſt, and of ready obe- 
| dience to him, as the warrantable terms of com- 
munion with them ; therefore it does not become 
modern ſocieties to depart from thoſe rules which 
Cod has ſo long owned and bleſſed, unlefs tbey : 
could ſubſtitute ſome other mode, either more 
ſcriptural, or leſs liable to exceptions. Con- 
bider, my dear friends, theſe weighty conſidera- 
tons jut enumerated, and judge with what 
propriety ſome deſpiſe this mode altogetber, and 
others think it of ſo little conſequence, as not to 
leſerve a ſerious inveſtigation. I would have you 
a viſe and underſtanding people, acknowledging 
he whole truth which is after godlineſs, every 
ſragment of which is more precious than gold. 


u we catlieft thies of the church, all who profeſſed firmly 
b believe that Jeſus was the only Redeemer of the world, and 
wo in conſequence of this profeſſion, promiſed to live in a man- 
ter confarmable to the purity of his holy religion, were imme- - 
lntely received among the diſciples of Chriſt. Motheim' s Eccl, 
uſt. rol. i. page 117. Neither catechumens, penitents, nor 
dale who were ſuppoſed to be under the influence and impulſe 
en] ſpirits, -were admitted to this holy ordinance (the Lord's 
eel ib, page 400, and ſo not to full communiqn with the 
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not been made eſpecially uſeful to him; there- 
fore it can be no hardſhip to ſuch, nor an 
abridgement of their liberty, who from gracious 
experience, are already peculiarly: bound to give 
it the preferences. If a man ſhould frequently 


happen to find a piece of money in any particular 
ſpot, the proſpekt of gain would often draw him 
to the place, nor would he think it a hardſhip 


flying camp are not the moſt ſucceſsful hearers, 
Beſides, a ſtated miniſtry has more variety in it, 


takes a more extenſive view of truth, and is 


tual change. The ſtated miniſter has time to 


ol his flock; and to lead them into ſuch paſtures 


expetted that the miniſter ſhould be regular in 
5 4008 place, ſo likewiſe, ought the people, for the 
1 reaſons apply to both,” 


The eee Bunter ah | Obligation 0 
Church Memibers. EAT, Of 


I © *{ i} xt it C73 4 5 15 8 


"REGULAR attetidance « on the uni a of 
that church to which they belong. It is 
here pre-ſuppoſed that no man will think of 
belonging to a church, where the miniſtry bas 


regularly to viſit this ſame gainful ground. The 


more likely uo build up believers than a perpe- 


go. over. the land in the length and breadth 
thereof, to conſider the particular circumſtances 


as correſpond” to their reſpeQive cafes, If it is 
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et attendance at me Lord 's\ uli is 

5 W ſpecial duty of church members. Here 
the communion of ſaints more eſpecially appears. 
Although our Lord thought it proper to. diſmiſs 
Judas from his table“, yet he will not take it 
kind of any of his members, ſhould they imi- 
tate his part by abſenting themſelves; nor will 
churches think that wilful - abſentees are any 
better employed than they ſhould: be. The be- 
_nefits reſulting from regular attendance on this 

_ ordinance are many; divine manifeſtations, ſpi- 
ritual growth, and aſſurance of ſalvation, are 
ſome of them. Moreover, it prevents ſuſpicions, 
cements friendſhip, | encourages the brethren, 
recommends church fellowſhip, and removes 
offences. I ſuſpect both the charity and the 
zeal of that man who —_ theſe ret of _ 
eee ii n +38 7 4.6 f(t. > 
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e ngs, abies ds 10 n 
| her members. - Theſe were-well known to the 

_ apoſtles and brethren at Jeruſalem; / vid. As 
xv. As in theſe candidates are examined and 
received into the church, it betrays her intereſts 
habitually to negle& them, it diſcourages thoſe 
who offer themſelves, diſcovers a want of 'zeal 
for her proſperity, and prevents that acquaint- | 
ance with fellow-members 1 8 0 1s neceſſary to | 
Feuer affedion and unity. in Il 
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5 75 tunity of exerciſing and contributing ſomething 


8 25 generally pours out a ſpirit of ſupplication, where 


jijiuſt mention, that to watch and ſtand faſt in the 


EIT. indiſpenſable duties of Chriſtians, but more 
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Fo er our ee pays cannot I ee. 
without loſa. As the gifts of all delong to the 
church, here every member may have an oppor- 


towards the edification of the whole; they greatly 

promote peace, ſpiritual improvement, and heal 
diviſions; for you will not long quarrel with that 

man with whom you can frequently pray. God 


be intends to beſtow. ſpecial bleſſings, and there 
enn be no better ſign of a church's increaſe, 
han well attended prayer- meetings. Many other 
duties might be enjoined; but there is no need 
of enlargement on this head; for men do not 
ſo frequently err in this caſe from ignorance, as 
from want of inclination; therefore, 1 ſhall only 


faith, to reprove the diſorderly, to relieve the 
_ diſtreſſed," ta reſtore the faulty, to provoke unto 
love and good works, to bear one- another's 
burdens, to deſend the injured, to exhort, to 
forgive, and to comfort one another, are the 


eſpecially. af ſuch as are OT + of the fame 
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form of church government beſides. this, upon 
the principles of ſound policy, and common 
prudence, can more effeQtually ſecure the end 


and: gracious improvement. Men of all pro- 


religion, that this alone ſhould: be deſerted by 


the maxims of prudence and diſeretion. Let 


any man ſtand forth and point out, if he can, 


any religious advantage which others poſſeſs, and 


ve do not; ſhew us any improvement which 


bim, and adopt that; for our contention is not 
for ſome arbitrary rule, whoſe advantages are 


privileges o the church of Chriſt. Here, in 


this church, the precepts of Chriſt, and the 


maxims of wiſdom, are honored and obeyed ; 


if your reputation is injured, or your intereſt. 
hurt, you can have an adequate redreſs, and au 
e 
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have all the advantages which ſcriptures 
conveys, ox that reaſon could ſuggeſt; for what 


ſeſſions can ſee this, when they form any other 
except religious ſocieties; alas unfortunate for 


not obvious, but for the ſcriptural and maniſeſt 
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5 £ opportunity of dated Fonte. without the 
Toe expence of a fuit in law. Moreover, if thy 
Brother treſpaſs "againſt "thee, go and tell him bis 
f between lber aud \bim alone} if be ball bear 
thee, thou halt gained thy brother. But F be will 
wr bear thee, then take with that" ane or two mire, 
thut in he mouth f two or three witneſſes every 
word may be ęſtabliſbed. And if heineple? to bear 
' them; tell it 10 the church: But if, be negle tt 
bear the church, let him be unto;gbee; as a beathen 
Il an and a: publican, Matth. xviii. 16, 16, 17, 
Let the patrons of prieſthood ſhew. us in what 
144 part of their ſyſtem this precept enters, or in 
| 1 what community, beſides that of congregational 
I © churches, it is praftical. In poſſeſſion of ſuch 
an invincible argument in defence of our order, 
| . enero OP to repreſs the ng of _ 
'F-', i . Minn bas 
147 Here men are conſidered as free, rational, 
4 and reſponſible creatures; you are conſulted, 
and your ſuffrages muſt be obtained too, before 
any material change, any miniſter, form, or 
member, can be impoſed upon you; and even 
V ben liable to congregational cenſure, you are 
bot affekted as citizens; your liberty, your 
eeſtate, and the whole of your ſecular intereſts, 
remain untouched. There are no priſons, gib- 
bees, /fines, or fires, in our ſyſtem, even ſuppo- 
tag che moſt atrocious tranſgreſſion. 
e D ito. ge NR EI Here 
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ACT 


„ 
Here friendſhip and Chriſtian affeQions are 
cultivated upon the pureſt and moſt diſintereſted 

plan; yon have nothing to fear from the tyranny 
of ecclefiaſtic ſuperiours; no tything, man to 

compel your liberality to the church ; no pecu- 
niary bribe annexed to any religious teſt, pro- 
yoking your continuance among us: we profeſs 
no attraQtives beſides the excelleney of truth, no 
allurements befides the beauty of holineſs, nor 
can we accept of any member but upon the 
profeſſion of theſe principles. Finally, brethren, 
whatſoever things are true, whatſoever things are 
honeſt, whatſeever things are juſt, whatſoever things 
are Pure, whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever 
things are of good report, with vigour and thankſ- 
giving, let us endeavour to maintain them, that 
the _ Peace. may be with us n. 1 on 


Akter all that 1 have ſaid of Diſſenters in ge- 
neral, and of our own plan in particular, 1 


| people, and that wiſdom ball die with uso: but 
do mean to contend that ours are the moſt per- 
fee churches, that we have the greateſt advan- 
| tages as to religious inſtruction and moral im- 
| provement, and that our formality, worldly 
| ſpirit, and practical departure from genuine holi- 
| nels, are more heinous in the fight of God, and 


5 * Phil, iv. 8 I 
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do not mean to infinuate that we are the only 


> ”—_ 


acknowledged, and it is acknowledged with much 
heart felt concern, that there are men among us 


and e up Wal Jouls | inthe 98 and fear of 


ſeribed in their friendſhip, and not a little eccen- 
tric in their ſentiments: but yet (taking us as a 
body) as to orthodoxy, candour, and practical 
religion, we will bear a compariſon. In the pre- 
ceding remarks, I have indulged few animad- 
- verſions, and ſeldom made a compariſon, but 


men, which have been cenſured. - Other deno- 
minations have to boaſt of worthies, as well as 


Diſſenters, and another from the Church, the 


Joux Tuoxxnrox, Es. greater men than whom, 
the world cannot boaſt. It is with ſingular pleaſure 
that I behold ſo many living and diſtinguiſhed cha- 
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- will bs" followed: by a more ſevere phinſhinent | 
than the ſame fins among others. It muſt be 


of a very unſocial turn, exceedingly! circum- 


where the ſubjett neceſſarily required it; and 
where I have, it has been chiefly principles, not 


the Diſſenters. The haſt year, 1790, has wit- 
neſſed the removal of two men, one from the 


brighteſt ornaments of religion and virtue; it is 
eaſy to perceive to whom Þ advert. I mean the 
late truly diſintereſted and moſt philanthrophic, 
Jonx Howard, Eq. alſo, that man of univerſal 
eſteem, and moſt unbounded liberality, the late 


ratters in the eſtabliſned church, and long may 
they live the honored: inſtruments of converting 


Cod. 
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| Cod. Wich equal catisfaction be it bleed, 1 
that there are among the ſucceſſors of the late- 1 
eminent and Rev. G. WulrriEzI b, not a few 5 
burning and ſhining lights; nor ſhall I fear a 
eontradiction from any quarter, while I con. "| 
fantly avow the happineſs of an "acquaintance — | 


_ 


with ſeveral families belonging to the Rev. J. 1 
WzsLEvy, 'whoſe' ſpirit, liberality, and chriſtian Fn 
deportment, would do honor to any denomina- #4 
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tion. Having paid this tribute of due praiſe to b 
our fellow-chriſtians, let us, my brethren, emu- | 
lous of their virtues, ſtrive to excel; and while {| 
we acknowledge the grace of God, as it appears | i 
in others, let us love them; but, at the ſame Pf} 
time, ſacrifice no part of truth, even to pleaſe 1 | 
good men. I am well aware of what you | 4 
have to expect from ignorant, prejudiced, or 1 
unprineipled men; they will fix the ſtigma op 


bigotry upon you, or exclaim, Cenſorious, cen- 
ſorious, and ſtiff Diſſenters! Be not concerned, 


when men have nothing better to ſay; you may = 
_ conſider theſe expreſſions as the dying groans of 4 | | 


an expiring argument, or the forlorn hope of a 
deſperate "cauſe : nor ſuffer yourſelves to be | 
duped out of truth, under the ſpecious pretence 


of non- eſſentials; true, all truth is not of the | If! 

ſame i importance; yet, until there can be. found 4. 

2 non eſſential wilful ignorance, nom eſſen- "| 

Pal neglefs, | non- efſential unbelief, and at laſt, 1 
ee | a NON» 
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1 ànomeſſential hell, we cannot (our adverſaries 
| | i 4588 5 themſelves being judges):trifle with any known 
fins; and all the charity we aſk, is only that 


thoſe who differ from us, would believe that ve 
are conſcientiouſly. wrong . The doQrine of 
Non-effentials, when applied to the rule and 
order of churches, is juſt as bad divinity, as it 
would be bad policy in a merchant, who ſhould lay 

in ſundry eſſential bales of property in his ware- 

| houſe, but ſhould make himſelf quite eaſy as to 
che non-effentials of locks and keys, or bars and 
8 preſerve them. Thieves would have 
cok 'of DNR wh; this doctrine, and lazy, 


y ; How theſe 1 a queſtion will naturally ariſe. Do 
you then require the belief of all the punctilios mentioned, as 
the terms of Chriſtian fellowſbip? Far from it, it is one thing 
to contend for every truth, as truth, and quite another, to de- 
mand the profeſſion of it, as the „ine qua non of church com- 
munion: in the former cafe, we dare not deny a ſingle article; 

in the latter, we can, and do make many abatements: it is as 
inconſiſtent to demand the very ſame quantum of truth from 
every member, as to expect they will all range to a line as to 
deir natural ſtature. Perhaps T may be thought too liberal 
when I declare; that if ever a motion ſhould be made of uniting 
Independents, Baptiſts, Preſbyterians; and Methodiſts, into 
one body, I would be the firſt to ſecond that motion, perſuaded 
that ſuch an union would be far more der of Chriſtianity, 

n we En en _ Jy + 


7 1 woe. « 'Turpe quidem die, fed, fi 8 vera fatemur, 
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Having finiſhed theſe remarks, I have only to 
add, that my intention in communicating them, 
is to diſcharge my duty, and promote your fellow - 
ſhip with Chriſt, and one another in all the truth; 
therefore beg leave to recommend them to your 
candid and ſerious conſideration. And now, 
brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of 

bis grace, which is able to build you up, and to give 

on an inberitance among all them which are ſanc- 
ee Amen. 1 „ 
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